ELIT3090 American Literature from 1865 to Present

Due Date:	Thursday, February 22
[bookmark: _GoBack]Tuesday, April 03

Objectives:
· Identify and discuss the impact and themes of major authors and texts of American literature from 1865 to the present.
· Identify and describe important social, political, economic, and historical contexts and timelines about key facts and events of American literary history from 1865 to the present.
· Identify and describe the characteristics of the major genres, forms, and literary elements of American literature from 1865 to the present, with particular emphasis on the following: genre, point of view, character, metaphor, symbol, realism, naturalism, modernism, drama, short story, poem, autobiography, and novel.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to apply methods of literary critical analysis to new works of literature in classroom discussions, oral presentations, essay examinations, and papers in standard oral and written American English.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to analyze a work of literature in terms of how its parts relate to the whole, including assessing the significance and relevance of the aesthetic elements in a text in class discussions, oral presentations, essay examinations, and papers.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to evaluate literary works using sound personal and theoretical standards.
· Practice and master the ability to locate, comprehend, interpret, summarize, and assess published scholarly critical analyses of literary texts.
· Practice and master the ability to synthesize research sources appropriately into original written and oral texts, using MLA documentation and formatting conventions.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to articulate critical responses and to propose and defend critical arguments with reasoned opinion and clear support, clear consideration of audience, and effective organization, using MLA documentation and formatting conventions as well as standard oral and written American English.
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to articulate personal evaluations of literary texts with reasoned opinion and clear support, clear consideration of audience, and effective organization, using MLA documentation and formatting conventions as well as standard oral and written American English.
· Develop and express in oral and written communication an appreciation of the scope and artistry of American literature from 1865 to the present. 

Tasks
1. Create an annotated bibliography of at least five print and electronic sources concerning a literary topic or a strategy to teach a literary topic.  See the following address within Purdue OWL for an explanation and an example of an Annotated Bibliography:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/614/01/
2. Your Annotated Bibliography must include the following:
· Summary of each source
· Assessment of each source
The bibliography must be created in hard copy and distributed to all members of the class, including the instructor.
3. In the 5- to 6-minute presentation, each student will distribute the bibliography and discuss the literary topic or a strategy to teach a literary topic.  In addition, this presentation must be supported with at least one additional visual aid.
4. After choosing a work(s), style, etc. included in our text, think about these suggestions:
· Compare and contrast works from the same writer, supporting your view with your sources and/or refuting sources in your bibliography.
· Compare and contrast different writer’s works concerning the same topic, theme, values, etc., supporting your view with your sources and/or refuting sources in your bibliography.  (Ex.: a realistic writer compared with a naturalistic writer).
· Discuss how to analyze literature using a particular approach, such as New Criticism, Deconstructionism, Narrative Theory, etc., and proceed to analyze one work using this approach.  Your bibliography would contain examples of such analyses.
· Present a set of excellent sources which can be used to teach a work, an author, a genre, etc.  Discuss how to integrate these sources into a class, unit, etc.
· Any other topic should be approved by your instrutor.

Note:  This presentation can relate to Essay 2; however, it cannot be the same!
The aims of the project are to enrich fellow students and to encourage interesting full-class discussions of literary topics. Therefore, each presenter should encourage questions, comments, and responses from the class.

Evaluation of the Individual Presentation
(Each criteria is worth up to 10 points.)

1. The student presented for 5 to 6 minutes on an approved topic, created and distributed an effective Annotated Bibliography, using at least one additional effective visual aid.
2. The student synthesized and assessed research sources using them to create new content to support an answer to a research question/problem.
3. The student opened and closed the presentation effectively, stating clearly and developing logically a central idea (thesis) in 5 to 6 minutes.
4. The student used examples and details to prove his/her thesis.
5. The student’s oral presentation, Annotated Bibliography, and other visual aid(s) complemented one another. 
6. The student effectively orally cited sources used in the presentation and used standard oral American English.
7. The student attempted to engage his/her peers through the presentation.
8. The student offered useful, relevant information to his/her peers.
9. The student avoided distracting random movement, used adequate eye contact, and used notes unobtrusively.
10. The student used adequate volume and a controlled pace while varying pitch for emphasis of important points.
